Firearms

· Annie first used a Kentucky rifle to learn to shoot.

· The first real gun that was hers was a breech loading, hammer, 16 gauge by Parker Brothers.

· The merchant who bought the game she shot gave her a stocking full of the first high-grade black powder that she ever used, made by DuPont, for Christmas.

· Annie first used Ditmar brand smokeless black powder.  She said that it wouldn’t work in brass shells and was none too satisfactory when loaded in paper shells.

· Annie smuggled 50 pounds of English Schultze powder in her bustle when in the Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show traveling to France.

· Little Sure Shot used 40,000 shot shells and several thousand-ball cartridges in one year while traveling in Europe.

· Annie was masterful with pistols, rifles, and shotguns.  Annie’s favorite shotguns were a Lancaster and Francotte; her favorite rifles included a Winchester and a Marlin, and cots and Smith and Wesson handguns.

“Guns, rifles and pistols are of many styles and to declare that any one make is superior to all others would show a very narrow mind and limited knowledge of firearms…. Nobody should trust their lives behind a cheap gun.”

· At 90 feet Annie could shoot a dime tossed in mid-air.

· With a .22 rifle, she shot 4,472 of 5,000 glass balls.

· She shot ashes off a cigarette in Frank’s mouth then later shot the cigarette ashes off of Wilhelm, Crown Prince of Germany’s cigarette.  She asked the prince to hold the cigarette in his hand instead of his mouth and was successful as usual.

· When the Butlers moved to Pinehurst, NC, Annie coached more than 2,000 women in firearms safety and shooting, opening the doors of sport shooting to women.

· Annie was an ambidextrous shot and fired rapidly.

· At 62, she hit 100 straight clay pigeons from the sixteen-yard mark.

